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case of the Pires d'Avila, or Pires de Carvalho, manor in Bahia, where
in a corner of the wall there was found "a veritable fortune in gold
coins." In other cases all that has been dug up is the bones of slaves,
executed by their masters and buried in the garden or inside the house
without the authorities knowing anything about it. It is related that
the Viscount of Suassuna on his estate at Pombal had caused to be
buried in the garden more than one Negro, victim of his patriarchal
justice. There is nothing surprising in this, for there were those who
even had their own sons put to death. One of these patriarchs, Pedro
Vieira, by that time a grandfather, upon discovering that his son was
having relations with a favorite slave girl, had him slain by an older
brother. "It was that God's will might be done that I had my son
killed," he wrote to the father coadjutor of Ganavieira after the ter-
rible order had been carried out.34

The friars, also, fulfilled the function of bankers in colonial times.
Much money was given to them to keep in their monasteries,35 which
were as strong and inaccessible as fortresses. Whence the legends, so
common in Brazil, of convent cellars with money still buried there,
It was chiefly the Big Houses, however, that served as banks in the
colonial economy; and it was almost always the suffering souls of
plantation-owners that would appear beseeching Our Fathers and
Hail Mary's.

The Big House ghosts are in the habit of making their presence
known by apparitions and noises that are practically the same
throughout Brazil. A short while before the manor of Megaipe was
stupidly demolished by dynamite, I had occasion to collect from the
residents of the vicinity ghost stories connected with the old seven-
teenth-century dwelling. These tales had to do with the clatter of
dishes heard in the dining-room; the sound of merry laughter and
dance steps from the drawing-room; the rattling of swords; the swish
and rustle of feminine silk; lights that were suddenly kindled and
extinguished all over the house; moans and the clank of dragging
chains; the weeping of a child; and apparitions of the grow-and-
shrink variety. Similar ghosts, so I was informed in Rio de Janeiro
and in Sao Paulo, inhabit the ruins of the Big Houses in the valley of
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